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GENERAL 
 
A storm front that was predicted to bring a good bit of precipitation late last week, ended up yielding not much more than clouds, and 
a few sprinkles for most of our State’s farmers.  Long range weather forecasts call for above normal temperatures, and below normal 
rainfall providing little relief in sight to ease South Carolina’s drought.  Soil ratings for the week were 58% very short, 35% short, and 
7% adequate.  There was a statewide average of 6.5 days that were suitable for field work.  
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
COTTON harvest continued in most areas of the State that remained dry.  There was an increasing number of reports of cotton 
acreage that will not be harvested due to poor yields.  The cotton condition was 24% very poor, 29% poor, 34% fair, and 13% good.  
Some coastal PEANUT yields are not looking too bad.  The condition was 6% very poor, 21% poor, 48% fair, and 25% good.  There 
are SOYBEAN fields that have not seen any rain since early September.  More acreage is being cut for hay due to the lack of potential 
yield for grain.  Other areas are reporting yields that are fair to good with early maturing varieties.  The condition of the crop was 26% 
very poor, 25% poor, 37% fair, and 12% good.  SWEET POTATOES remain in mostly fair condition.  High WINTER WHEAT 
prices have had farmers hoping to plant some small grains, but there is little chance of that happening without some moisture.   
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK were still being sold, as they have been since mid-summer, due to insufficient HAY stocks to feed cattle through the 
winter.  PASTURE conditions improved slightly, as some areas received rain.  However, most pastures are not producing any forage 
for livestock at this point.  APPLE harvest is catching up from last week.  The ongoing drought, and lack of sufficient soil moisture 
has caused WINTER GRAZINGS to remain well behind normal. 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending October 21, 2007 
Crop and Stage 2007 2006 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2007 2006 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Apples, Harvested 
Cotton, Bolls Opened 
Cotton, Harvested 
Oats, Planted 
Oats, Emerged 
Peanuts, Harvested 
Sorghum, Matured 
Sorghum, Harvested 
Soybeans, Turned Color 

85 
99 
47 
14 

3 
70 
99 
84 
83 

89 
92 
29 
24 
11 
65 
98 
89 
87

87 
91 
31 
33 
21 
62 
97 
82 
81

Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 
Soybeans, Mature 
Soybeans, Harvested 
Sweet Potatoes, Harvested 
Tobacco, Stalks Destroyed 
Winter Grazings, Planted 
Winter Grazings, Emerged 
Winter Wheat, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Emerged 

47 
16 

5 
65 
97 
39 
15 
11 

3 

52 
35 

7 
74 
99 
71 
32 
19 

9

47 
28 

9 
65 
98 
61 
39 
29 
18

 
 

Condition for Week Ending October 21, 2007 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Cotton 
Livestock 
Pasture 
Peanuts 

24 
10 
33 

6 

29 
15 
38 
21 

34 
46 
25 
48 

13 
29 

4 
25

0 
0 
0 
0

Soybeans 
Sweet Potatoes 
Winter Grazings 

26 
0 

40 
 

25 
5 

10 
  

37 
70 
50 

  

12 
25 

0 
 

0 
0 
0 

 



  

  

South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending October 21, 2007 
 
Most locations within South Carolina experienced unseasonable warm weather during the workweek with afternoon high 
temperatures of between 10 to 15 degrees above average.  On Tuesday, rain showers fell in Georgetown County.  
Ridgeville measured 0.40 inches of rain Wednesday.  Unstable conditions Thursday and Friday, brought on by a 
northward moving boundary and an approaching cold front from the west, combined to give a few reporting sites passing 
showers.  The heaviest measurable amounts were scattered and generally less than one-half inch.   Cooler weather was 
observed during the first half of the weekend.  Early morning temperatures Saturday fell into the 40’s while mid-afternoon 
high temperatures were in the mild 70’s.  Mostly sunny skies and 80-degree warmth ended the week. The state average 
temperature for the period was seven degrees above normal. 
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 93 degrees at Allendale on October 18.  The lowest official temperature 
reported was 37 degrees at Lake Bowen on the morning of October 21.  The heaviest official 24-hour rainfall reported was 
0.66 inches at Pickens ending at 7:00 a.m. on October 20. The state average rainfall for the period was 0.1 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 76 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at S Capers Island 
were reported at 77 degrees. 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

0.33 
0.06 
0.11 
0.27 
0.32 
0.09 
0.10 
0.07 
0.16

24.42 
23.78 
31.42 
22.10 
25.27 
27.03 
26.38 
34.74 
38.89

-16.9 
-17.3 
-9.7 

-13.7 
-12.5 
-10.8 
-12.0 
-10.1 
-4.6 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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